
The eldest of seven, Cynthia Crisp is no stranger to hardship. 
As a child, she bounced between two vastly different lifestyles: 
one with her mother and six younger siblings living on welfare in 
“one of the most dangerous and notorious projects in Chicago,” 
the other with her father, a TV and movie writer who created 
three well-known sitcoms and one hit movie in Hollywood. The 
life she lived with her father, however, was equally as nefarious 
as the projects. No “lesser of the two evils” here.

As an adult, after withstanding the challenges of living in crime-
riddled Chicago and walking away from a 21-year marriage, 
she became a single mother of three. To protect her youngest 
daughter from gang violence, Cynthia resigned from her salaried 
position at a major bank and moved first to Nevada and then 
to Atlanta to begin a new journey as a supervisor for Sam’s 

Club for three years. Later, as a newly hired manager for their competitor, just two weeks in, she was 
faced with another major decision and, again, chose to put her family first. She walked away from her 
new job and spent four months helping her son recover from emergency open-heart surgery. 

When she returned to Atlanta, she found work as a temp for different government agencies, but with 
the inconsistent pay, she fell behind in rent. That’s when she first turned to BCM for rental assistance. 
However, a six-month period of stagnancy made it impossible for her to pay her rent and she lost her 
apartment. She says of this time, “I couldn’t sustain.”

She began working as a commission-only sales associate at a furniture store the same day she lost her 
apartment. For four months she lived out of her car, seeking hotels with the best nightly rates. Eventually, 
she saved up enough to rent an apartment again, but her fluctuating pay tied her to the palpable fear 
of homelessness. That’s when Budget for Life™ interjected and helped her draw closer to her goal of 
financial stability.

However, even after graduating from the program in June of 2018, Cynthia was still working within the 
financial restraints of a commission-only job. In order to attain real financial stability, what she really 
needed was a salaried position. With help from her case manager, Michelle Ramirez, Cynthia landed 
a job in-house as BCM’s Executive Liaison. In less than a year, she transitioned from program client to 
part of the staff. Cynthia celebrated her one-year anniversary at BCM in September of 2019.

H E R E  I  S T A N D

INSPIRED

Through your support of BCM, Cynthia regained the 
momentum she needed to prosper and inspire others.

Cynthia is a prime example of the challenge we have tasked ourselves with of looking Inward. Her 
commitment to Budget for Life™ required reaching within herself to extract strength and application. 

Because of her success, we too were able to look Inward and hire from within our own four walls.

Total Amount Put Into Savings: $66,578 



Revenue and Expenses

“This current expansion at THRIFTique is so 
exciting and something we’re all looking forward 
to, now that it nears completion. Shoppers are 
excited to hear we will be able to offer more 
furniture, decorative items, appliances, books, and 
electronics. The future looks bright for Buckhead 
THRIFTique, my very favorite place to volunteer!” 

-Meryl Dilcher, THRIFTique volunteer 

FY19 operating expenses: $2,712,186FY19 operating revenue: $2,784,671
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FY19 brought significant growth to the ministry. The renovation of the food pantry 
and addition of the position of Food Pantry Manager, coupled with the beginning 

stages of doubling the square footage of THRIFTique, as well as bringing in a COO, 
put the operating budget to the test. However, thanks to the backing of generous 

donors, we finished the year under budget. This degree of financial strength 
allowed us to begin FY20 with the confidence to both follow through on ongoing 

projects and approach new opportunities for improvement within our ministry. 

	THRIFTique

	Investment &  
 Other Income

	Government

3%

8%

18%

3%

11%
7%

9%

5%

16%

54%

23%

5%

38%

0 10 20 30 40 50 0 10 20 30 40

60

Don Ford, THRIFTique Associate



Gold 
Laura Abernathy 

Karen Boor 

Shirley Davis 

Zandra Horkan 

Amy Kistulinec 

Diane Moffett

Silver 

Beth Abernathy 

Tammy Kushel 

Suzanne Masters 

Lori Mayfield 

Chelle Pope

Bronze 
Charlotte Beltrami 

June Bishop 

Laurie Coleman 

Valarie Easterling 

The Seeds of Change Society honors philanthropic women 
committed to BCM’s women and children in crisis by donating 

$500 or more per year. 

Cindy Ferguson 

Cynthia Harris 

Melba Wynn Hill 

Elizabeth Lear 

Katherine McMaster 

Christy Roberts 

Margot Shuford 

Ann Strader 

Holly Street 

Jean Underwood 

Lisa Wargo 

Laura Warren

Member 

Anne Averett 

Cheryl Balog 

Janie Barker 

Wardlyn Bassler 

Donna Baumstark 

Elizabeth Beck 

Gina Boyd 

Elizabeth Bresnahan 

Jamie Brownlee 

Judy Burge 

Jamie Butler 

Laura Bynum 

Rosalie Castleberry 

Anne Connolly 

Carla Corley 

Meredith Daniel 

Donna Davidson 

Lin Daws 

Janis Day 

Meryl Dilcher 

Elly Dobbs 

Betsy Dorminy 

Elise Drake 

Nan Easterlin 

Lenore Egan 

Cindy Ethridge 

Pam Fellows 

Helen French 

Katherine Fristoe 

Judy Ginn 

Louise Gracey 

Pamela Hayes 

Brooks Heiser 

Lori Heys 

Angie Hoyt 

Patti Hudgin 

Diane Jones 

Elinor Jones 

Ellen Jones 

Vivian Jones 

Jennifer Kahn 

Becca Kamerschen 

Lauren Kase 

Frances Kerr 

Perrin Kibler 

Bonnie Kimmerly 

Nancy MacDonald 

Charlotte Margolin 

Anne Marin 

Susan Mason 

Kim McCollam 

Joanna McDonald 

Stacey McGrath 

Georgeann McGrew 

Nancy McWilliams 

Nandy Millner 

Wendy Moore 

Bridget O’Donnell 

Susan O’Farrel 

Julie Ostrowski 

Carolyn Patterson 

Marianna Patterson 

Nancy Patterson 

Amy Pauls 

Susan Peterson 

Mary Gilbreath Pope 

Stephanie Quattlebaum 

Helen Rossetti 

Susan Roush 

Peggy Shepard 

Mary Kelly Speed 

Rosie Stokes 

Holly Stroud 

Carol Terry 

Chris Testani 

Stacey Triesch 

Linda Wessels 

Henny Whelchel 

Marion Williams 

Angela Williamson 

Jennifer Wood 

Michele Woodroof

the president’s circle
The President’s Circle is a council of men and women committed 
to BCM’s vision. Members provide strategic guidance, access to 

personal networks, and resource development. 

Robert Shuford 
Co-Chair

Margot Shuford 
Co-Chair

Beth Abernathy

Brent Adams

Rev. Bill Britt

Mike Brown

Jamie Brownlee

Rebecca Clements

Bob Cramer

Carl Drake

Pete Green

Melba Hill

Susan Mason

Suzanne Masters

Lori Mayfield

Diane Moffett

Wendy Moore

Craig Mullins

Sadler Norris 

Marianna Patterson

Solon Patterson

Christy Roberts

Mark Roberts

Jean Underwood

Stephanie Yates

Whit Yates



DONORS

Every attempt has been made to ensure the accuracy of this document. 
If we have omitted anyone or made any errors, please accept our 

sincere apologies and contact development@bcmatlanta.org 
so that we may correct our records.

$100,000+ - ($100,000.00 + )
Buckhead Church
Fulton County Department of  
Community Development
Ann and Bob Holder
The Waterfall Foundation, Inc.
The Zeist Foundation, Inc.  
   
$50,000 - $99,999 - ($50,000.00 + )
The Atlanta Women’s Foundation
Tammie & Mike Brown
Peachtree Presbyterian Church
Penny Hill Impact Fund

$25,000 - $49,999 - ($25,000.00 + )
Elizabeth Grisham Brown  
Benevolent Fund
Cathedral of Christ the King
The Cathedral of St. Philip
Holy Spirit Catholic Church
Angie and William Hoyt
Northside Church
Hallie and John Olsen
Peachtree Road  
United Methodist Church
Piedmont Healthcare
Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist Church
Peggy and John Shepard
The Patterson Family Foundation
Trinity Presbyterian Church
United Way of Greater Atlanta, Inc.
Emily and Derik VanVleet

$15,000 - $24,999 - ($15,000.00 + )
The Ammon Foundation
Jackson Spalding
United Way Directed Gifts
Wieuca Road Baptist Church
ZWJ Investment Counsel

$10,000 - $14,999 - ($10,000.00 + )
Anonymous (2)
David Borland
The Mary Allen Lindsey Branan 
Foundation
Char-Griller
Covenant Presbyterian Church
Beth and Tommy Holder
Order of St. Lazarus

Cecelia and David Ratcliffe
Jessica and Chris Reichart
Lindsay and Gordon Williams
The Emily Winship Scott Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999 - ($5,000.00 + )
Laura and Robert Abernathy
Akers Foundation, Inc. 
Anonymous (2)
Karen and Steve Boor
Elizabeth and John Bresnahan
Builder’s Insurance Group
Cunningham Associates Heating  
& Air Conditioning
Shirley and Michael Davis
Kappy and William deButts
Ramona Dickson and James Hipple
Elise and Carl Drake
Nan and Ed Easterlin
John and Mary Franklin Foundation, Inc.
The Evelyn and Frank Gordy Foundation
Lara and Sam Holmes
IBERIABANK
Ida Alice Ryan Charitable Trust
Intercontinental Hotel Buckhead
Amy and Mark Kistulinec
Mary Ryan and  
Henry G. Kuhrt Foundation
Laura and Craig Mullins
Lori and Ric Mayfield
Amber McElduff
Diane and Matt Moffett
Sadler Norris
Northside Drive Baptist Church
Northwest Presbyterian Church
PFW Advisors LLC
Rheem Manufacturing
Securian Financial Group
TD Ameritrade
VOYA Financial
Wells Fargo Foundation
Jodie Williams and Don Shaw
Frances Wood Wilson Foundation

$2,500 - $4,999 - ($2,500.00 + )
Dr. Andrew and Beth Abernathy
Jamie Brownlee and David Russell

Linda and Andrew Bruner
Buckhead Lions Club Atlanta Foundation
Judy Burge 
Karen and Thomas Carroll
Susan and Thomas Carroll
The Catholic Foundation of North 
Georgia, Inc.
ChristChurch Presbyterian
The Cobb Community Foundation
Meredith and Billy Daniel
Leslie Diehl 
Evergreen Construction
Brooks and Craig Heiser
Lori and Edward Heys
Patricia and Henry Holder
Cindy and John Ethridge
Tammy and Glenn Kushel
Thomas H. Lanier Family Foundation
Dr. Deborah Lee and John Peifer
Suzanne and Michael Masters
Ryan McWilliams and  
Michael McWilliams
Carter and Bill Monroe
Wendy and William Moore
Mount Paran Church of God
Linda Outlaw and David Kitchens
Piedmont Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Bert and Rhonda Ponder
Chelle Pope
Christy and Mark Roberts
Vonda and Craig Shoemaker
Margot and Robert Shuford
Todd Shutley
St. James United Methodist Church
Rosie and William Stokes
Janie and James Stratigos
The Tull Charitable Foundation
Thomas H. Pitts Trust
Laura and Eugene Warren
Kay and Bob Younglove

$1,000 - $2,499 - ($1,000.00 + )
Brent Adams
Anonymous (2)
Atlanta Forum
Debbie and Jess Austin

Lisa and Joseph Aultman
Leigh Ann and Tim Ayres
Anne Averett
Kelly Basinger
Ellen and Duncan Beard
Elizabeth and Andy Beck
Berman Greater Good Endowment Fund
June Bishop
Gail Brackett   
Buckhead Rotary Foundation
Sally and David Burge
Sara Jean and Fred Burke
Jamie Butler
Jason Campbell   
Casal Family Fund
Janet M. Chapman
Kelly and James Chasteen
Christ Covenant Buckhead Corporation
Elaine and Thomas Christopher
Rev. James A. Clark
CLC Foundation Inc.
Rebecca and Terry Clements
Betty Jean and William Cole
Laurie and Ronald Coleman
Sally and Bob Cramer   
Colleen and Brad Crosby
Susan Daffer
Charlotte and Dave Beltrami
Sherri and John Dickens
Meryl Dilcher
Discovery Class of  
Peachtree Presbyterian Church
Ms. Susan K. DiZerega
Valarie and James Easterling
Dr. Burton and Jennifer Evans
Cindy and John Ferguson
Stacy and Ted French
Linda and Daniel Gerding
Judy and Bill Ginn
Greek Orthodox Cathedral  
of the Annunciation
Cynthia and Greg Harris
Susan and Scott Hawkins
Margaret and Rodger Herndon
Melba and William Hill
Melanie and Howard Hong



Molly and Barry Howell
Jeffrey Ivey
J. Tucker Foundation
Courtney and Kyle Jenks
Elinor and Thomas Jones
Becca and Robbie Kamerschen
Lauren and Keeva Kase
James Kieffer
Mary and Marsh King
Kiwanis Foundation of Atlanta, Inc.
Todd Klawin
Marianne and Elwood Lassiter
Elizabeth Lear
Greg Lindahl
Gene Lock
Carla and John Mabrey 
Nancy and Ralph MacDonald
Susan and Gardiner Mason
Katherine F. McMaster 
and Charlie Buchholz
Don McMinn
Amber and Araya Mesfin
Luanne and Keene Miller
Joan Millett
Virginia and Ed Mitchell
Brenda and Lawton Nease
Rachel and Stephen Newland
Caye and Rich Oglesby 
Julie and Ken Ostrowski
Jerry Over   
Carolyn and Joseph Patterson
Mariana and Solon Patterson
Nancy and John Patterson
Amy Pauls
Meredith and Courtney Rabalais
Roberts Management Group, Inc.
Dana and Mike Sanders
Sardis United Methodist Church
David Schick
Alex and Betty Smith Fund
Sara and Cal Smith
Irene and Willingham Smith
Mary Kelly and Forrest Speed
St. Anne’s Episcopal Church
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church
St. Luke Lutheran Church

Melissa Stapleton
Jerusha Stewart
Kathleen Stinnett
Ann and Richard Strader
Holly and Randy Street
Mary Crawford Owen Taylor
Robert Taylor
Timothy Class of PRUMC
Jean and Will Underwood
Krist Ann and James B. Voyles
Lisa and Joseph Wargo
Lucy and John Westney
Athalie White and Phil Huff
Jennifer and Robert Wiggins
Marion and Hamilton Williams
Virginia and James Wilson
Angela and Hamlin Withington
Michelle and Albert Woodroof
Anneke and Craig Woodward
Stephanie and Whit Yates

$500 - $999 - ($500.00 + )
Michael Aissen
Anonymous
Lori and Thomas Austin 
Cheryl Balog
Janie and Jim Barker
Wardlyn and Harry Bassler
Donna and John Baumstark
Jenny and Tom Bethel
Susan E. Bixler
Gina Boyd
Christine Brown
Hayes Brown
Ronnie Brown
Laura Bynum
Doris Cardwell
Larry Carney
Rosalie North Castleberry
Clara and Rufus Chambers
Ann and Mark Chandler 
Anne Connolly
Carla and Paul Corley
Susan and Travis Cowie
Dr. Barbara Croft
Susan and Peter D’Alessandro

Donna and Chip Davidson
Kathy Davison
Lin and Jerry Daws
Janis and Doug Day
Elly and Ed Dobbs
Bridget and Emmett Doerr
Donna C. Gude
Betsy and Albert Dorminy
Mary Lynn and Wray Eckl
Terri Eden
Lenore and Cole Egan
Pam and Henry Fellows
Virginia Ferguson
Helen French
Katherine and Jamie Fristoe
Steve George
Louise and David Gracey
Katie and Cameron Griffith
Bonnie and Jon Harris
Mary Jane and Robert Harris
Kathleen and Michael Harrison
Pam and Gene Hayes
John M. Hill
Paige and Richard Hill
Zandra Horkan
Patti and Matt Hudgins
Christina Hunsicker
Joanne and Mike Joiner 
Diane and Patrick Jones
Ellen and Ray Jones
Vivian and Kenneth Jones
Titania and Bjorn Jordan
Judy and Ponder Harrison
Jennifer and David Kahn
Teresa and Robert Kamm
Nancy and William Kennedy
Frances and Jim Kerr
Perrin Kibler
Bonnie and Scott Kimmerly
Dawson Madray
Charlotte Margolin
Anne and Mike Marino
Kim and Stephen McCollam
Peggy McCurry
Joanna and Joe McDonald

Stacey and Joe McGrath
Georgeann and Mac McGrew
Nancy and Steve McWilliams
Jane and Randy Merrill
Nandy Millner
Wendy and Bill Moore
Josh Moreland
Morningside Baptist Church
Chris Norek 
Bridget and Jim O’Donnell
Susan and Hugh O’Farrell
Stacey and Paul Ollinger
Gail Ostermann
Susan Peterson
Craig Pittman
Rian Poole
Mary Gilbreath Pope
Stephanie and Larry Quattlebaum
Deanie and Henry Quillian
Carol and Stephen Raeber
Wayne Riess
Mazi Robinson
Helen Rossetti
Susan and Alex Roush
Dnise and Mike Scarbrough
The Sevaa Group
Deborah and Hal Silcox
Skyland United Methodist Church
Amanda Stratton
Holly Stroud
Pat Strougal
Peggy and Mike Stumhofer
Carol Terry
Christine and Rocco Testani
Tom Tindall 
Stacey Triesch
Jennifer and Dan Van Horn
Wright Waddell
Charlotte and David Walbert
Linda and Tom Wessels 
Henny and John Whelchel
Angela and George Williamson
Jennifer Wood
Angelica and Bo Young
Ted Young
Suzanne Zeising

BCM’s LEGACY SOCIETY MEMBERS
BCM’s Legacy Society is comprised of individuals who have  

generously included BCM in their estate planning. 

MEMBERS:
Dr. Andrew & Beth Abernathy       Dr. Emile T. Fisher       Stephen & Rachel Newland       

Christy & Mark Roberts       Margot & Robert Shuford



Leave Your Legacy with BCM

Looking Inward

Including a gift to Buckhead Christian Ministry in your will or living trust allows you to offer future support 
without giving up assets today. You can leave us a specific asset, a specific dollar amount, or a percentage 
of the residual in your estate.

Last year, we set our sights on projects and growth. This year, we began to look Inward, a 
strategy we believe will optimize our Outward trajectory. We’re looking to streamline our 
services, communications, and goals, and have concluded that, in order to transform, we must 
transcend the conditioned boundaries of our thinking. BCM believes that we have been called 
to reflect inwardly so that we may perfect our services outwardly. Our goals for FY2020 are: 

• Complete and implement a new strategic plan

• Launch a modernized and unified Budget for Life™ course

• Unveil an expanded and contemporized THRIFTique

• Implement “client-choice” technology and fresh foods in the food pantry

	Yes! I put BCM in my estate plan already – contact me for the details.

	Ok, I’ll think about it – contact me because I have questions.

Your name: 

Email address:

Please mail to Buckhead Christian Ministry
2847 Piedmont Rd. NE Atlanta, GA 30305  

or email BCMLegacySociety@bcmatlanta.org 

BUCKHEAD CHRISTIAN MINISTRY


